
 

Dr Paul Betts spent three decades as a police officer, retiring in March 2023 as Detective 

Chief Superintendent of police, seconded to Counter Terrorism Policing Headquarters, New 

Scotland Yard, London, UK. His final role was serving as the National Prevent Coordinator, 

leading the changes to UK policing required in response to learning from terrorist attacks occurring 

between 2017 and 2020.  

Before moving into counter terrorism in 2017, Paul’s police work focused on leading 

partnership approaches to deliver effective interventions with children and families to improve 

outcomes, and the critical role policing can play in this. Paul was responsible for the delivery of 

Youth Justice and Integrated Offender Management in West Midlands Police from 2013-2016.  

Between 2023 and 2025 Paul was a Senior Lecturer at Westminster Law School, University 

of Westminster, London, UK, developing transformational approaches to police education and 

research. He inaugurated the Westminster Policing Symposium and designed an accredited BA 

programme in Policing. Paul is a regular visiting lecturer at international universities and events, 

and has given expert evidence to inquiries such as the Bingham Commission on UK counter 

terrorism law, policy and practice.  

In addition to his career at Rabdan Academy, UAE, Paul is a current member of the 

Policing Working Group of the European Society of Criminology, and an Honorary Professor of 

Criminal Justice at the Law School, University of Birmingham, UK. 

 


